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24th July 2026

Dear parents and carers,

I write this letter just after the wonderful, very moving Leaver’s Service at St Paul’s Church, in which the Year 6 children were rightly celebrated and congratulated on their resilience, courage, kindness and achievements.  Starting their school journey in lockdown, it was a hard time for both the children and for their teachers and yet these children have flourished and grown into confident young men and women, ready for their next step into secondary school.  The words spoken at the service spoke volumes about the children and the school in general.  Staff who had taught them from Year R to Year 6 can be very proud of all they have contributed to these delightful young people’s success.

Governors are most grateful to Mrs Easthope for her strong leadership skills and for the care and compassion she has shown to the school community in her first year as Headteacher of Sarum St Paul’s.  One of the areas that she has initiated has been to take a fresh look at our school vision and values, and children, parents, staff and governors have all been involved in discussing and deciding on what we are aiming for in 2026 and beyond.  It has been a rewarding journey and using Paul’s prayer in Ephesians of ‘Rooted in Love, Growing Together’ sums up what we believe will enable our school community to flourish and have those strong foundations for the future.  The values of Love, Community, Courage and Growth were chosen carefully, and are already being talked about and valued by the children.  New rules of Ready, Respect and Safe have been introduced across the school which will help the children to manage friendships and relationships and also to do their best academically.   

Once again, there is so much to celebrate as the year ends – fantastic SATs results, the Platinum Kite Award for sport, Creative Arts week, the Year 6 play, school concert, Sports Day and much more.  Thank you to every member of staff for enabling these opportunities to take place.  We want to particularly thank Mrs Mclelland, Mr Lowe, Mrs Dugwell and Miss Cornwell for their individual contributions over the past years and wish them all the best as they move on from SSP.  We will be welcoming Miss Mitchell back from maternity leave and Mrs Haslam as Year 4 teacher.

Governor News

Governors have continued to be involved in overseeing the strategic direction of the school.  We are very fortunate to have a governing board with many different skills represented, and every area of school life from finance to the curriculum is discussed and analysed.  Next year we will be moving to a slightly different model, with a full governing board meeting each short term.  Governors will be linked to the statutory areas of responsibility plus aspects of the school development plan, rather than to individual subject areas.  The school continues to make safeguarding a high priority so I will take this opportunity to remind you that if you have any safeguarding concerns please contact Mrs Easthope, unless your concern is about the headteacher in which case contact the clerk to governors. We will be looking for more parent governor representation over the coming year so please do consider whether you would be interested in such a role.  We said goodbye to Ela Peska, who was a wonderful governor with a particular focus on Pupil Premium pupils.  We are very grateful for her expertise and dedication to the school.

Kind regards,
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Caroline Chitty

Chair of Governors


